George Stelluto (Short Bio)

American conductor George Stelluto is one of today’s most inspiring interpreters of music from the Baroque to the Twenty-First Century. Comfortable in many styles and genres, his recent guest appearances include the Ravinia Festival, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, San Diego Symphony Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, Chicago Philharmonic, Orquestra Jovem do Estado Sao Paulo, Pasadena Symphony Orchestra, and the Nordwestduetsche Philharmonie. Other guest appearances include: The Juilliard Orchestra, Orquesta Filarmónica del Ecuador, Hartford Symphony Orchestra, New York City Ballet, Transylvania State Philharmonic (Romania), ICE, and Juilliard’s “Beyond the Machine” and AXIOM. In July 2018, he led the Peoria Symphony Orchestra in its Ravinia Festival debut, commencing a celebration of the orchestra’s 120th Season. In June 2019 he will make his first appearance with the San Francisco Symphony.

As Music Director of the Peoria Symphony Orchestra, Associate Conductor of the Ravinia Festival, and a frequent guest conductor, George Stelluto has performed in the major concert halls of over a dozen countries in Europe, Asia, South and North America. He received a rave review in the Philadelphia Inquirer for his performance of “La La Land Live in Concert.” His Pasadena Symphony Orchestra debut received lauds from four LA area newspapers including a Los Angeles Times article with the headline: A Welcome Guest – Could He Become a Fixture Here? The New York Times wrote of his performance of “Opus Jazz”: “Robert Prince’s score swings and slinks. The Juilliard Orchestra, with members of Juilliard Dance and Jazz, conducted by George Stelluto, sounded sharp.” His appointment as Music Director of the Peoria Symphony came after a concert The Peoria Star-Journal described as “electrifying” and “a moment of coming together not just of the music, but of a conductor and an orchestra.” Call Back Magazine, wrote of his performance of Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro: “Vocally, musically, and dramatically it didn’t miss a beat. … Stelluto conducted with taste, balance, and firm control of players and singers.” His NYC Opera Cooperative performance of Cosi Fan Tutte was called “fresh and visionary.” – Allegri con fuoco blog.

He has collaborated with solo artists such as Ramsey Lewis, Hilary Hahn, Sarah Chang, Andre Watts, Jorge Federico Osorio, Edgar Meyer, Bela Fleck, Kevin Cole, Sylvia McNair, Naomi O’Connell, Heidi Grant Murphy, Arnaud Sussmann, Catherine Cho, Paul Kantor, Jeff Nelsen, Marc Coppey and Samuel Ramey; actors/writers Jamie Bernstein, Kate Mulgrew and Isaac Mizrahi; and many young rising stars such as Tengku Irfan, Harmony Zhu, Charles Yang, Sirena Huang, Veronika Eberle, Benjamin Moser, Anna Lee, and Conrad Tao. His numerous contemporary premieres include works by Tengku Irfan, Philippe Bodin, Virko Baley, Huang Ruo, Malcolm Arnold, Paul Desenne, and Armand Ranjbaran. At his international debut at The Kiev International Music Festival in 2000 he gave the Ukrainian premiere of Samuel Barber’s Second Essay for Orchestra. On subsequent returns to Kiev he premiered William Schuman’s Symphony #5, Barber’s First Essay, and Eric Ewazen’s Chamber Symphony.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Maestro Stelluto made his Avery Fisher (David Geffen) Hall debut with the Juilliard Orchestra in May 2008. From 1998-2007, George Stelluto was Music Director of the Las Vegas Music Festival. He holds Juilliard’s first Artist Diploma Degree in conducting, two Master’s Degrees (Violin & Conducting) from the Yale School of Music, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Violin from West Virginia University, summa cum laude. He has performed at many summer festivals both as a conductor and chamber musician, including Ravinia, Aspen, Peter Britt, Focus, Kiev International, and Ukrainian Summer. He is the recipient of a 2012 ASCAP Award for Adventuresome Programming, the 2013 Illinois Council of Orchestra’s “Orchestra of the Year Award”, the Nevada Regents Creativity Award, and Juilliard’s Bruno Walter Fellowship.

